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classes, and supervision in the community, as well as institutional provision, 
would result in the greatest benefit to the defective individual and to the 
community and would reduce the social burden of delinquency and degeneracy." 
— Emma O. Lundberg, From U. S. Dept. of Labor, Children's Bureau, Publica- 
tion No. 24. 

Courts — Laws. 

Support of Destitute Families of Prisoners in Pennsylvania. — An Act 
authorizing cities of the first class to make appropriations for the support of 
destitute families of persons sentenced to imprisonment, and providing a system 
of control and administration for the distribution thereof. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That cities of the first class may appropriate 
moneys for the maintenance and care of destitute families of persons sentenced 
in such city to imprisonment, whose families are, and were at the time of the 
conviction of such person, domiciled within such cities of the first class. 

Section 2. The councils of such cities of the first class shall designate a 
department of the city government to have the control and disbursement of 
any such appropriation, and may provide such employees, and fix their salaries, 
as may be necessary to carry this act into effect. 

Section 3. The family of any person, sentenced in such city to imprison- 
ment, which is in destitute circumstances, may apply for assistance to the 
department having the disbursement of the appropriation. Upon the receipt of 
any such application, the persons in charge of this work shall investigate the 
facts of the case, taking into account the number of dependents in each case, 
and shall either refuse or allow such assistance as may be considered necessary. 

Section 4. In all cases where assistance is allowed to any family, the same 
shall be paid by the city treasurer, upon the warrant of the department having 
the control of such appropriation, countersigned by the comptroller. 

Section 5. In all cases where assistance is allowed to any destitute family, 
the person making such allowance shall take into consideration any moneys 
which may come into the possession of such family under the provisions of 
an act, approved the thirteenth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-three (Pamphlet Laws, one hundred and twelve), entitled "An act to 
abolish the contract system in the prisons and reformatory institutions of the 
State of Pennsylvania, and to regulate the wages of the inmates ;" and of an act, 
approved the first day of June, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen (Pamphlet 
Law, six hundred and fifty-six), entitled "An act providing a system of employ- 
ment and compensation for the inmates of the Eastern Penitentiary, Western 
Penitentiary, and Pennsylvania Industrial Reformatory at Huntingdon, and for 
such other correctional institutions as shall be hereafter established by the 
Commonwealth, and making an appropriation therefor;" and of an act, ap- 
proved the fourth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen 
(Pamphlet Laws, eight hundred and twelve), entitled "An act authorizing and 
regulating the employment of convicts and prisoners on the public highways." 
(Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor of Pennsylvania, 
session of 1917). — E. R. Keedy, University of Pennsylvania. 

Support of Child Born Out of Wedlock in Pennsylvania. — An act making 
it a misdemeanor for a parent wilfully to neglect to support a child born out 
of lawful wedlock, whether such child shall have been begotten or shall have 
been born within or without this Commonwealth; providing punishment there- 
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for, and empowering the court to make an order for support, and to enforce 
the same. And declaring persons making false statements, in certain cases, 
guilty of perjury. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That any parent who shall wilfully neglect 
or refuse to contribute reasonably to the support and maintenance of a child 
born out of wedlock shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or 
imprisonment not exceeding six months, or both, with or without hard labor, 
in the discretion of the court. 

Section 2. Proceedings under this act may be instituted upon complaint 
made, under oath or affirmation, by the parent of such child. 

Section 3. This act shall apply whether such child shall have been begotten 
or shall have been born within or without this Commonwealth. 

Section 4. Before the trial, with the consent of the defendant indorsed 
on the bill of indictment, as now provided by law, or at the trial on entry of 
a plea of guilty, or after conviction, instead of imposing the fine herein pro- 
vided, or in addition thereto, the court in its discretion, having regard to the 
circumstances and to the financial ability and earning capacity of the defendant, 
shall have the power to make an order, which shall be subject to change by 
the court, from time to time, as circumstances may require, directing the 
defendant to pay a certain sum periodically, for such time and to such person 
as the court may direct; and the court shall have the power to suspend the 
sentence herein provided, and release the defendant from custody on probation, 
in manner provided by "An act for relief of wives and children deserted by 
their husbands and fathers within this Commonwealth," approved the thirteenth 
day of April, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, and 
the supplements thereto; provided that the defendant has entered into a recog- 
nizance in such sum, with or without surety, as the court shall direct, for 
compliance with such order. 

Section 5. Whenever a parent is paying for the support of a child, under 
an order of court made in any other proceeding, civil, criminal, or quasi- 
criminal, said parent shall not be subject to proceedings for support for the 
same child under this act : Provided, however, That if said parent, as 
defendant in such other proceedings, has failed to obey such order of court, 
said parent shall be subject to all the provisions of this act. 

Section 6. Any person who shall, at any stage of the proceedings under 
this act, knowingly make false statements as to who is the parent of a child, 
shall be guilty of the crime of perjury. (Passed by the Legislature and signed 
by the Governor of Pennsylvania, session of 1917.) — E. R. Keedy. 

Law Regulating the Use of Drugs in Pennsylvania. — An Act for the pro- 
tection of the public health by regulating the possession, control, dealing in, 
giving away, delivery, dispensing, administering, prescribing, and use of certain 
drugs, and keeping records thereof ; by regulating the use of drugs in the 
treatment of the drug habit ; by providing for the revocation and suspension 
of licenses of physicians, dentists, veterinarians, pharmacists, druggists, and 
registered nurses for certain causes, and by providing for the enforcement of 
this act, and penalties. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c, That, except as limited in section two of this 
act, the word "drug," as used in this act, shall be construed to include — (a) 



